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man's manor, and had at last gone himself, in com-
pliance with his persuasions. He said this was the whole
truth of the matter, and he would take his oath of it;
and concluded with very passionately begging Mr. All-
worthy to have compassion on the poor fellow's family,
especially as he himself only had been guilty, and the
other had been very difficultly prevailed on to do what
he did. " Indeed, sir," said he, " it could hardly be
called a lie that I told; for the poor fellow was entirely
innocent of the whole matter, I should have gone alone
after the birds; nay, I did go at first, and he only
followed me to prevent more mischief. Do, pray, sir,
let me be punished; take my little horse away again;
but pray, sir, forgive poor George."

Mr, Allworthy hesitated a few moments, and then
dismissed the boys, advising them to live more friendly
and peaceably together.

It is probable, that by disclosing this secret, which
had been communicated in the utmost confidence to
him, young Blifil preserved his companion from a good
lashing; for the offence of the bloody nose would have
been of itself sufficient cause for Thwackum to have
proceeded to correction; but now this was totally ab-
sorbed in the consideration of the other matter; and
with regard to this, Mr. Allworthy declared privately,
he thought the boy deserved reward rather than punish-
ment, so that Thwackum's hand was withheld by a
general pardon*
Thwackum, whose meditations were full of birch.